
To: Rhode Island Renewable Energy Fund Advisory Board
From: Nancy Selman
Date: September 9, 2004
Re: Meeting Minutes for August 10, 2004

Next meeting dates:  Second Tuesday of every month.    For 2004:  9/14, 10/12, 11/9, 12/14

In attendance:  See attached Attendance List.

1) Minutes and Update
a) Minutes  - The July 2004 meeting minutes were accepted without changes.
b) Update- Changes to the August 2004 Update are as follows:

i) Votech RFPs  -The question was raised as to what is the difference between HS and
Adult Votech RFPs.  The High School Votech RFP is to select PV systems to be
installed at the Votech high schools, and the Adult RFP is to select a votech high
school to perform training for licensed electricians.

ii) Entech Engineering Update/Solar DHW – It was noted that Chris Warfel of Entech
Engineering advises consumers on Solar DHW, but the Fund does not provide
incentives.

iii) Slater Mill – It was noted that the micro hydro is used for educational purposes.
iv) State House RFP  - This RFP has been placed on hold due to personnel resource

constraints in the Department of Administration Purchasing Department, not due to
constraints in the renewable energy market as indicated in the Update.

v)  JWU – The wind project is on hold until September when the University
administration member involved with the project gets back from starting up a new
school in South Carolina.

vi) Packard Wood Products Biodiesel Project – The Fund would need to see, among
other due diligence items, a feasibility study for collecting fuel to supply the project,
due to the large size of the project.

2) Ponagansett HS Fuel Cell Model T – Ross McCurdy, a Chemistry teacher from Ponagansett
High School presented a proposal for funding to build a Model T vehicle powered by fuel
cells in his Fuel Cell Class.  The Advisory Board voted to approve $40,000 in funding
divided evenly over the 2 phases of the project: 1) building the Model T platform powered by
batteries and 2) adding the fuel cell propulsion system.

3) Solar on Schools RFP – The Board voted to approve the SolarWrights proposal to install PV
systems on 3 schools.

4) Apeiron –
a) Apeiron resubmitted its request for funding for a speaking engagement by Steven Strong

of Solar Design Associates.  The Board approved $3000 in funding:  $2000 for the
speaker’s fee and $1000 for promotional activities by Apeiron.  In addition, Apeiron will
be asked to provide tabling for GreenUp signups and to promote other Fund activities at
this event.

b) The Board also approved $10,000 in funding for the Sustainable Living Festival hosted
by Apeiron.

5) Royal Mills – The Board voted to approve $12,000 in funding for a feasibility study for the
Royal Mills Hydro rehabilitation project.

6) Bob Grace gave a presentation on RECs and CFDs.
7) NESEA – The Board voted to approve $1000 in funding for the Tour of Green Buildings.
8) RWU Photosimulation Software Licenses-– The Board voted to approve $1600 in funding for

additional licenses for the photosimulation software to be used in trainings and by other
universities.



Decisions:
1) Ponagansett HS Fuel Cell Model T – The Advisory Board voted to approve $40,000 in

funding divided evenly over the 2 phases of the project: 1) building the Model T platform
powered by batteries and 2) adding the fuel cell propulsions system+.

2) Solar on Schools RFP – The Board voted to approve SolarWrights proposal to install PV
systems on 3 schools.

3) Apeiron – The Board approved $3000 in funding for the Steven Strong event: $2000 for the
speaker’s fee and $1000 for promotional activities by Apeiron.  The Board also approved
$10,000 in funding for the Sustainable Living Festival.

4) Royal Mills – The Board voted to approve $12,000 in funding for a feasibility study for the
Royal Mills Hydro rehabilitation project.

5) NESEA – The Board voted to approve $1000 in funding for the Tour of Green Buildings.
6) RWU Photosimulation Software Licenses-– The Board voted to approve $1600 in funding for

additional licenses for the photosimulation software.

Actions:
1) Ponagansett HS – send letter informing of grant.
2) Solar on Schools RFP – negotiate contract with SolarWrights to install systems.
3) Apeiron – send letter informing of grant.
4) Royal Mills – send letter informing of grant.
5) NESEA – send in sponsor form for Green Buildings tour.
6) RWU – send letter informing of grant.

Attendance:
Capobiaco, Julie
Grace, Bob
Jacobson, David
Keller, Janet
McClanaghan, Janice
McCurdy, Ross
Pavlides, Lefteris
Rose, Vin
Ryan, Eleanor
Schiller, Barry
Selman, Nancy
Stephens, Erich
Teichert, Kurt
Vild, Bruce
Ward, Harold


